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Grow in Faith & Love 

·Every child is a unique child

·Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships

·Children learn to develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from

adults.

·Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or

carers. 

·Importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at different rates. 

We have had a wonderful first two weeks, where everyone has settled quickly and the children

are enthusiastic about their learning. Here is some information about routines in Reception

class and I hope that you will find these helpful.

The Curriculum

The Statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage consists of seven areas of

learning and development that shape the programme in our setting (see separate sheet) and

four guiding principles. These are:

I will send out a half termly overview of the curriculum for your information and the long term

plan for the year will be on the class webpage. 

We no longer complete online learning journeys due to the changes made to the guidance for

Early Years-that staff should be present in the moment with the children rather than making

observations. There will however, be a weekly/fortnightly roundup via the school’s website,

which will then be posted on the School’s Facebook & Instagram pages, to enable you to see

what we have been doing in class. The original School webpost will have lots of photos on it,

with only 1-3 photos (of children whose parents have given permission for social media posts)

on Facebook and Instagram.

Monday 20th September 2022
Dear Parents, 
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Grow in Faith & Love 
Reading

Your child will be given a reading record and two books. One of the books will be a ‘sharing
book’ to read to your child, and the other will be a ‘reading practise book’, at your child’s level.
Please sign or initial the yellow reading record so we know when your child has read their
‘reading practise book’ each time they read. Please send their reading record and book into
school every day, as we do listen to them read individually and this enables us to change their
book when necessary. The ‘sharing book’ will be changed on a Friday, so please ensure the
book is in school on a Friday. 
The Government have recently published a new reading framework, with a focus on developing
fluency at the early stages of reading, before moving fully into comprehension and
understanding. As such, we are expecting children to read the book at least three times, to be
able to read it ‘at a glance.’ This means they should be blending less by the time they read it a
third time. If you require any clarification or information, please do come and see me.

Phonics
At Holy Redeemer we follow the ‘Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised’ systematic
synthetic phonics programme. When your child learns a new grapheme, a follow up sheet will
be sent home to inform you of what we have been learning at school and will provide an
opportunity for them to practise and consolidate their learning. This will be up to 4 graphemes
a week.  Later on, there will also be key words/tricky words sent home, which cannot be
sounded out but need to be read ‘at a glance’. There is an expectation that they will move onto
spelling these correctly by the end of Reception. 
I will be putting on an introduction to phonics session for parents, on 28th September (after the
welcome assembly in the hall).

‘Un-Homework’
From time to time we will send out mini tasks to do at home. These will be focused on a
particular area that the children need to work on. They may cover writing, maths or something
to do with our topic. Please support your child to enable them to succeed in these tasks. If you
do find they are struggling, please don’t hesitate to contact me for help. 

Forest School
In Early Years, our Forest School sessions are an important avenue for children to continue
their learning journey. Forest School will take place on Wednesday afternoons, led by Mrs
Andrews, one of our qualified Forest School Leaders. Children need to dress in their own
clothes, and bring in waterproofs and wellingtons. Please ensure all items of clothing are
named. 



Grow in Faith & Love 

PE Times

PE lessons are scheduled for Tuesdays and Thursdays. Please make sure a full PE kit is in

school, which should be clearly labelled and include footwear suitable for outdoor (trainers are

preferable), and indoor activities. Children may wear a tracksuit in the winter months.

Jewellery, including earrings, must not be worn for PE. If your child is unable to take out their

own earrings, please do this before school. PE bags will be sent home at the end of every half

term for you to wash.  Until your child can dress and undress themselves independently, please

facilitate regular opportunities at home for your child to practise these vital skills.   

Working in Partnership

This year, you will be invited to watch our termly class assembly, story times (where you can

share books with your children in school), Easter craft session, class exhibitions and much

more. 

Other General Notes

Bags

The only bags children need, are a book bag and a PE kit (name on outside please). Please

monitor daily what is in their book bags as children often like to ‘sneak’ in precious items from

home. 

Birthdays

We are a ‘treat free’ school and kindly ask you not to bring in cakes or sweets etc. Instead,

children are allowed to dress in their home clothes on their birthday, or the nearest school day

to their birthday. 

Please ensure children bring a named water bottle and a coat in every day. Reception class

have access to outdoors at all times.

Snack milk is provided free up until your child is 5 years old, but can be ordered and paid for

after that. Fruit is free, however if your child prefers fruit from home, this can be sent in on a

daily basis. Bagels are provided first thing in the morning. 

Toast Tuesday – 20p (your child is responsible for looking after this money either in their

drawer or book bag)



Grow in Faith & Love 
Staffing 

Mrs Barker – Class teacher

Mrs Taylor – Class TA Monday to Thursday

Mrs Beale – Class TA – Friday

Mrs Andrews – Forest School Leader

Miss Hamby – Academic Mentor, mornings

Miss Aumeer – Music Teacher

Mrs Annis and Mrs Porter – PE teacher and PE TA

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to see us at the end of a school day. If you

need to contact us urgently before school, please enquire at the office or telephone the office.

Alternatively, you can contact me through email: rb77@holyredeemer.worcs.sch.uk. 

I look forward to working with you, and your child, this year.

Thank you in advance for your support.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Barker 

(Class Teacher)


