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Holy Redeemer Catholic Primary School 

Year 5 Curriculum Overview 

 Autumn Topic 

 (Literacy/Science/Geography Focus) 

Spring Topic: 

Ancient Egypt/Greece 

(History Focus) 

Summer Term 

Geography/Art/DT 

Focus) 

 Autumn 1  

Earth and Space 

Autumn 2  

Pole to Pole (mini 

topic) 

Spring  

Ancient Egypt 

Spring 2  

Ancient Greece 

Summer  

 Rainforests/Our 

Planet 

Driver 

Texts 

Texts:  

The Wisp by Zana 

Frallion and Grahame 

Baker-Smith 

 

Guided reading: 

Kensuke’s Kingdom 

Texts:   

Shackleton’s Journey 

by William Grill 

The Ice Bear by Jackie 

Morris 

Texts: The Happy Prince by Oscar 

Wilde adapted by Maisie Paradise 

Shearring 

The Tear Thief by Carol Ann Duffy 

 

Texts:  

Aesop’s fables 

The Book of Mythical beasts 

and Magical creatures 

 

Guided Reading: Percy 

Jackson and the Lighting 

Thief 

 

Texts:   

Animalium 

The Princess and the 

Pirate King by Debi 

Gilori 

 

 

Guided reading: The 

Explorers by Katherine 

Rundell 

English Non-Fiction: Informal 

and formal letter 

writing, writing to 

advertise 

 

Fiction: Stories with 

familiar settings   

 

 

Non-Fiction: Non-

chronological report  

 

Fiction: Writing a 

recount of an arctic 

expedition 

Non-Fiction: Newspaper article 

 

Fiction: Fairy-tale story from another 

culture, diary writing. 

 

Fiction: Fables, Myths and 

Legends 

 

Fiction: Playscripts, poetry 

 

Fiction: Writing the 

ending of The Explorer, 

focusing on setting and 

building tension 

 

Non-fiction: Argument 

and debate, persuasion 

Maths Number and place 

value (negative 

numbers- temperature)  

Addition and 

Subtraction 

Roman Numerals 

Inverse operations 

Graphs and tables 

 

 

 

Multiples and factors                   

Prime, cube and 

square numbers                                      

Multiplication and 

division    Perimeter 

and area 

Number and Place 

Value (using Egyptian 

number system)                                        

Multiplication and 

division           

Fractions 

Multiplication 

and division                              

Decimals, 

fractions and 

percentages 

Decimals 

Angles 

Properties of shape 

Properties of shape 

Position and direction 

Converting units 

Volume 
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Science Earth and Space 

Forces 

Working scientifically 

Properties and changes of materials 

Working scientifically 

 

Animals including humans 

Working scientifically 

Living things and their 

habitats 

Working scientifically 

RE Creation 

Miracles and 

sacrament of the sick 

Baptism 

Advent  

Alton Castle 

Residential 

The work of the 

Apostles 

Marriage and Holy 

Orders 

Lent  

Holy week 

The life of Jesus Easter  

Pentecost 

History Significant Individuals: 

Neil Armstrong, Chris 

Hadfield, Tim Peake 

Space race 

 

Significant 

Individuals: Ernest 

Shakleton, Captain 

Robert Falcon Scott, 

Roald Amundsen 

Race to the South 

Pole.  

Achievements of early civilisations, an 

overview of where and when they 

appeared. 

The impact of Ancient Egyptians on 

today’s society. 

Ancient Greece: Timeline, 

empire, trade, home life, 

building Parthenon 

marbles, education, Aesop, 

slavery, Olympics and 

democracy.  

Alexander the Great. 

 

Geography Sun, earth and moon 

are approximately 

spherical bodies. 

Satellite images to 

locate countries and 

major cities; identify 

and compare physical, 

human and 

topographical features; 

begin to look at 

changes over time. 

Identify the position 

and significance of: 

Equator, Northern and 

Southern Hemispheres; 

the tropics and time 

zones.  

Compare the climate, 

population, animal 

life and conditions in 

the Arctic and 

Antarctica. 

Locating countries 

within Arctic circle on 

a map and 

considering what life 

is like there for 

animals and humans.  

Recognising and 

comparing human 

and physical features 

from our local area 

and those in a polar 

region.   

Locating Africa and Egypt on a map, a 

study of the river Nile and all that it 

provided for the people of Ancient 

Egypt.  

Trading maps and routes 

for the Ancient Greeks. 

South American Study 

Comparing people and 

places. Physical and 

human features. 

Climate Zones and 

Biomes (HT) Grid 

references (T) Planning 

a route and using 

atlases (T) 

Art Book as a Hook-Wisp 

Light & shadow 

Texture 

Accurate drawings of 

people. 

Perspective.  

Controlling and 

experimenting 

particular qualities of 

Book as a Hook-

Shakleton’s Journey 

Embellish work using 

a variety of 

techniques, including 

drawing, painting 

and printing on top of 

textural work 

   Book as a hook: The 

Explorers + 

Geography-Rainforest 

Collage 
Interpret stories and 

the environment as 

stimuli 

Simple applique work 

attaching material 
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tone, shades, hue and 

mood.  

  
To explore the work of 

illustrator Graham 

Baker Smith & artist 

Roy Lichtenstein 

  
 

Produce more 

intricate patterns and 

textures 

To explore the work 

of illustrator William 

Grill & artist Lowry 

 

shapes to fabric with 

running stitches. 

Use various collage 

materials to make a 

specific picture 

Awareness of natural 

forms and 

environments 

  
Drawing 

Use a variety of 

techniques to interpret 

the texture of a surface 

e.g. mark making, 

paper 

folding/feathering 

Work on a variety of 

scales and 

collaboratively  

  
 

DT   Gears and Levers Bread Bird Hides  

PE Team 

Building/Orienteering 

 

Developing - Invasion 

Games 

Dance 

 

Developing - Invasion 

Games 

Gymnastics 

Target Games 

Outdoor 

Adventurous: 

Pioneer Centre 

Net and Wall 

Games 

(Developing then 

Exploring) 

Dance 

Developing - Striking & 

Fielding (Modified 

Games/Alternatives) 

Athletics 

 

Sports Education 

Swimming 

French 

Revise how to say things about themselves, 

including their name, age and where they live 

to secure knowledge and commit to long term 

memory 

Learn about clothes: creating verbal 

and written phrases about clothes they 

wear for school and clothes they wear 

during the winter or summer. 

Use adjectives to describe the colour of 

their clothes and learn how masculine 

and feminine nouns determine which 

Learn about the rooms in the house. 

 

Read the story “Au Magasin Des Animaux” (At the 

Pet Shop), revising animals and sorting them into 

masculine and feminine groups. 

 

Begin to create their own versions of the story. 
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adjective to use. 

Computing Computing systems and networks 

Creating media- Vector drawings 

Creating media-Editing videos 

Data and information- Flat file 

databases 

Progamming A- Selection in physical computing 

Programming B- Selection in quizzes 

Music Improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes-create sound pictures 

Appreciate and understand live and recorded 

music drawn from different traditions- - Gustav 

Holst & “Mars” from the Planets Suite 

 

 

Improvise and compose music for a 

range of purposes- - study the 

instruments and different families of 

the orchestra. 

Appreciate and understand live and 

recorded music drawn from different 

traditions- Egyptians Topic- sing & 

play 

“Hail Tutankhamun” 

 

 

Performance and singing-Big Sing, Number 8 Show 

 

 

 

 


