
 

Thursday 30
th
 June 

Dear Parents,  

We will be holding our annual poetry competition on Monday 18th July. This is a great 

opportunity for each child to learn a poem and recite it in front of an audience.  

 

The competition is run in two heats. Heat one will take place in the classrooms on a 

date set by each teacher. This will probably be during the previous week, beginning 

11th July. Every child will recite their chosen poem to their class and they will vote for 

6 or 7 poems to represent their class in the hall on 18th July. Organising it this way 

ensures that every child in the school gets an opportunity to recite a poem orally to 

an audience, which is great for their self-confidence and communication skills. 

 

The poem can be any length or about any topic. It can also be one they have written 

themselves. We do discourage very lengthy poems. This is only because in some years 

there are so many of these that they take up a lot of time and, therefore, we can’t give 

as many children the opportunity to progress to heat two, in the hall. In addition, we 

found that children were under the false impression that they had to learn a really 

long poem to win. This is not the case. A short poem, recited beautifully, with 

expression, can be a lot more effective. Please help your child to choose a poem and 

learn it.  

 

Please note, we do not invite parents to attend this event as it would put too much 

pressure on the children. 

This is always a very successful and enjoyable afternoon and I am sure the standard 

of entries this year will be just as high as it has been previously. 

 

I hope you will enjoy sharing poetry with your child over the next week. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs O Williams 

(Literacy Co-ordinator) 

 


