
Dear Parents/ Carers, 

Welcome to Year 3! The children have all settled into Year 3 excellently and I am so 

pleased to be teaching them this year. In this letter I would like to provide you with 

some information you may find helpful such as routines or topics we will be covering. 

Staffing  

Class Teacher:              Mrs Brennan 

Teaching Assistants:    Mrs Chatterton 

                                    Mrs Stewart (Wednesday Afternoon) 

                                    Mrs Elcocks (Tuesday Afternoon) 

PE Teachers:                Mrs Annis and Mrs Porter 

Music Teachers:           Mr Lister 

Art Teacher:                Mrs Breakwell 

French Teacher:           Mrs Hazelton  

 

Routines 

We are now back to our normal school start and finish times and arrangements.: 

 Children can be dropped off at the front entrance between 8:40 and 8:50am. The 

day begins at 8:50 with an activity for the children to complete independently 

such as spellings or times tables.  

 The school day ends at 3:15pm, with wrap around running from 7:40am in the 

morning and until 6pm in the evening. 

 

Homework/Unhomework 

Homework will be given out every Thursday and should be returned on Wednesday. This 

will alternate weekly between maths and English. 

Every half term there will also be an unhomework project where children will have a 

choice of task, based on a learning topic in school. These will then be shared with the 

class at the end of each half term.  

Times Tables and related division facts (2, 3, 4, 5, 8 and 10 times tables) will be tested 

regularly. The children need to know these, as they are the basis of many other skills in 

maths. Please try and allocate a few minutes daily to practise them at home as this will 

really help. In class we test them in a weekly written quiz (99 club).  



There are some great websites out there to help with this such as Top marks which can 

be found at https://www.topmarks.co.uk or the app ‘Learn with Emilie’. This can be 

downloaded for free. Your child will need a password and username; this will be provided 

and in the next few weeks.  

Spelling  

The children will be assessed regularly against a list of statutory words from the 

National Curriculum. This list will be appropriate to their level of development. From this 

list, we will select a few words that the children find tricky and set these for them to 

learn at home. In the front of their homework books, there will be a few 

recommendations for ways in which your children can practise their spellings. These will 

be changed once the children can spell them correctly. 

Alongside this, they will have a couple of spellings to learn that practise the spelling rules 

taught in class. These will then be tested on a Wednesday and new spellings will be sent 

home on a Thursday alongside homework.  

Reading 

The children are encouraged to read every night; this does not have to be a whole book 

it can just be a few pages. There will be the chance to change books regularly, therefore 

we ask that children’s reading record and reading book come in with them every day.  

Reading books going home will consist of two books, one banded book and one free book 

choice from our library. The banded book should still take priority in terms of hearing 

your child read; the second book is there to promote reading for pleasure and the 

emphasis here is on sharing and enjoying the book and as such it may be that you will read 

it to your child, or take turns reading parts of it. Developing children’s love for reading 

as well as their fluency and comprehension is an aspect of the curriculum that is a key 

focus this year. 

There is a list of questions (provided at the front of the reading records) that you can 

ask your children after finishing a book. We ask that after your child has finished reading 

a book, they give it a rating out of 5 in their reading record. This is going to contribute 

to our reading review wall in the classroom. 

In the classroom we encourage a love of reading in various ways, one way is through a 

reading road. Every time a child reads 3 times at home they get to move around the map. 

Once the child has gone all the way round, they get a prize. I am extremely passionate 

about encouraging children to develop a love of reading. There is a lot of evidence to 

support the notion that great readers make great writers. This has been emphasised in 

the latest recommendations from the government in their new Reading Framework.  

 

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/


Special Person 

We will be choosing a child each week to be our ‘special person’, to celebrate all that is 

them! They will be asked to reread and bring in their favourite book and poem to 

celebrate and share with the class. They are also free to bring in up to three objects or 

photos that they feel represent them. They will then be asked to share this on a Friday 

afternoon with the class, where we will hear what makes them unique and share what we 

feel if special about them. 

PE 

PE will be on a Wednesday and will be taught by Mrs Annis. Please ensure that kit is left 

in school all week as there may be changes or additions to the timetable occasionally. 

Pupils must wear the school PE kit and it would be helpful if it was labelled. Children can 

wear a tracksuit for winter months. Jewellery should not be worn to school, apart from 

one pair of stud earrings which should be taken out for PE.  

Topics 

Our first topic will be ‘Twisted Fairy Tales’ and our Book as a Hook is The True Story of 

the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka. This is a really exciting and engaging topic based 

on a story they know, but with a twist!  

In the Spring term our topics will be ‘Rock and Roll’. We will be reading Cave Girl by Abbie 

Longstaff and Stone Age boy by Satoshi Kitamura, which link directly to our history 

topic. In the Summer Term our topic will be ‘Ruthless Romans’. We will be reading Escape 

from Pompeii, a lovely picture book, as well as looking at nonfiction books such as Horrible 

History's Ruthless Romans.  Both of these history-based topics are great for engaging 

learning, as they can be linked to many of the other subjects including science, art, 

English and more. This is an aspect I am especially enthusiastic about, providing creative, 

cross curricular lessons to help engage all students. 

Other 

As the weather gets colder, please make sure your child has a suitable coat in school that 

is labelled with their name.  

Finally, please do not hesitate to ask any questions following this letter, or indeed 

throughout the year. You can email me at ebrennan@holyredeemer.worcs.sch.uk. 

I have loved getting to know they Year 3s over the last couple of weeks and am looking 

forward to a very positive year. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs Brennan 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=Satoshi+Kitamura&filters=ufn%3a%22Satoshi+Kitamura%22+sid%3a%2269e66260-7e9a-49f0-c21a-751ccccd3d07%22+gsexp%3a%229af9b59f-b4c6-e943-e477-75c7661f03e4_bXNvL2Jvb2sud3JpdHRlbl93b3JrLmF1dGhvcnxUcnVl%22&FORM=SNAPST

