
 

September 2020 

Dear Parents, 

It has been wonderful to welcome the children back to school, to begin their learning 

in Year 6. They all seem delighted to be back and eager to learn. Although everything 

is very different in school at the moment, in this letter I will try to give you some 

information about routines which you may find useful as the year progresses. However, 

these may change as restrictions are eased or tightened over the coming months.  

Homework 

Homework for English, Maths and Science will be given as part of class work and will 

sometimes be due in for the following day.  This should not take longer than half an 

hour.  If it does, then please ask me about it. There are no set days for homework as it 

will depend on what we are covering in class at the time.  Because we have been 

asked to reduce the amount of things we send home, I will try to set maths homework 

on MY Maths. Pupils have been given a log-in last term but I will sort a new one next 

week if they have misplaced it.  English homework will usually be reading or activities 

relating to the book we are reading.  

Spelling homework: 

Last year the children were introduced to lots of strategies to help them with spelling 

and I would hope that they will continue to use these in Year 6. Each week we will 

focus on different spelling rules and the children will have spellings to learn. At times 

you may feel the words are too easy but these will be the words they are spelling 

incorrectly during independent writing. They will also have the list of Y5/Y6 words from 

the National Curriculum to work on during the year. These are words which the 

government expect all pupils to be able to spell by the time they leave primary school. 

It may seem a lot at first but we will take it slowly and of course extra support will be 

given to children who find spelling difficult. I usually test spellings on a Friday but it 

could be on other days too. 

Times Tables will be tested regularly. They need to know these for mental maths work. 

Please try and grab a few minutes to practise them at home because this will really 

help. In this class we tend to test them orally as well as in a written test. Some find it 

difficult at first and are reluctant to do it, but it is great for their confidence so we do 

tend to encourage them to have a go.  We will be doing weekly mental maths tests 

as part of the whole school Number Club.  

 



Reading 

The children need to be encouraged to read every night.  They may have chosen a 

book from the library or one of their own. This is probably the most important 

homework you will do with them. Most of the children are “Free Readers”, which 

means that they are not reading “scheme books”. They have been given a reading 

record to record their progress.  At this age it is still very important for you to listen to 

your child read and also to read to them. Don’t be afraid to read a picture book as 

there are some amazing ones out there. This will help your child to focus on story 

structure and vocabulary. When they finish a book they are asked to complete a book 

review and they will collect reading stickers to put on a book mark. I will be 

encouraging the children to read as wide a variety of books as they can. This will help 

their writing to improve.  

 

PE Times 

PE will usually be on a Wednesday and will be taught by Mrs Helen Annis; however, kit 

should be left in school all week as we often have short activities on other days and 

may need to change the day at short notice. It would be helpful if PE kit was labelled. 

Pupils must wear the school PE kit for lessons. They can wear a tracksuit for the winter 

months. Jewellery must not be worn for PE. Hopefully, they will be going swimming 

later in the year. 

 

Equipment 

 Each child has been given a school handwriting pen, pencil and whiteboard pen, all 

labelled with their name.  They can use a pen from home if they find it better. Please 

encourage them to leave pencil cases at home.  They don’t need them, as everything 

they need is provided on their table. We really need to try and reduce the amount of 

items which move between school and home.  

 

SATS 

We are expecting the SATS tests to take place during the week beginning the 10th 

May. Year 6 pupils are tested on:  Reading, Grammar, punctuation and spelling, and 

Mathematics. At the moment, as far as we know, they will follow the same format as 

previous years. I will let you know how your child is progressing at parents’ evening but 

if you have any concerns in the meantime please have a word with me. 

 

Alton Castle 

At present, due to government guidelines, we have been unable to book the annual 

residential trip to Alton Castle but this could change and we will let you know as soon 

as possible if it can go ahead. The Alton Castle team are hoping to do some outreach 

work, when they would come to us to run retreat days if we are unable to visit.  We 



will book some nice day trips for the Summer Term if we are unable to take the children 

on a residential visit. 

I have already provisionally booked a trip to the Warner Bros Studios in London, to take 

place in February. This will be part of our literacy focus that term, when we will look at 

some of the Harry Potter books. We have been given a reduced rate for the ticket at 

£17.50 but the coach will probably cost about £20. I will send out information in a 

separate letter but we will need the ticket money after October half term to secure 

the booking. This trip will, of course depend on whether parents are able to afford to 

pay this. If you think that this will be difficult for you, please contact the school office 

to arrange to pay in instalments, or discuss any issues. 

Now that they are in Year 6 please encourage your child to be independent and to 

pass on messages to me themselves rather than asking you to do it for them. This will 

prepare them for secondary school. It is also important that they bring anything for 

the office into class themselves because this is also what they will have to do next year 

and they need to try to get into a routine of remembering to pass on messages. It is 

important that they remember to bring in their water bottles, reading books etc. and 

remember to take them home again. It is all good training for next year. 

I hope we will have a good year and that it will not be disrupted too much. If you have 

any questions about anything over the coming months, please send me an email or 

ring the office to arrange a time when I can ring you back. I will do my very best to 

ensure that the children have a successful year of learning and that they are 

prepared, both emotionally and academically for the next stage of their education. 

Best wishes, 

Mrs Olive Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

 


