
 
September 2020 

 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

 

Welcome to Year 4! The children have settled back into school really well and are 

already showing great enthusiasm. At this time, we would like to provide you with some 

information regarding routines, which you may find helpful as the year progresses. There 

are also some additional resources which will provide further support. 

 

COVID19 Measures 

Year 4 children are to be dropped off at 8:55am at the double gates on the playground 

and collected there at 3:20pm. The children will be taught in their class ‘bubble’ with 

their own playtime and lunchtime slots. They will also have exclusive use of the toilets in 

the new Arts block and a one-way system to minimise their contact with those in the 

Year 5 class opposite. The children are all spaced in the classroom according to 

government guidance and they are encouraged to do so during playtimes. The rigorous 

guidance on handwashing and personal hygiene (catch it, bin it, kill it) continues to 

apply. Please be extra vigilant with your child’s wellness and follow the government’s 

guidance if they begin to exhibit symptoms. Please also make sure that your contact 

details, which are on file in the office, are current and correct.  

 

Staffing  

Mrs Hill will teach the class Monday to Thursday and Mrs Annis will be the class teacher 

on a Friday (and on Monday afternoons for PE). Mrs Andrews will be our class teaching 

assistant. We are fortunate in our school to have lots of specialist teachers that will teach 

some of the non-core subjects across the year too (Mrs Baker for French, Mrs Breakwell 

for art, Mrs Hazelton for music). Unfortunately, Mr Harbinson will is no longer able to join 

us this term, however Mrs Hall is going to provide some extra provision, in terms of taking 

a teaching group for maths and English, (once all the baseline assessments have been 

completed). 

 

Spellings and Homework 

Each week on a Tuesday, children will receive their spellings and homework. The list of 

words sent home will be based on the spelling rule/pattern learnt that week, along with 

a few of the statutory spellings from the curriculum (these will be at a level appropriate 

for your child). The latter will be highlighted on the sheet in the front of their spelling 

books, so please be sure to check there. In order to make the spelling homework have 

more impact, the following steps should be followed and evidenced in homework 

folders: The children will need to find out the meaning of the words if unknown; practise 

spelling the words in whichever way best suits their learning style (examples in their 

homework folders); and write the words in a full sentence complete with capital letters 

and punctuation. Spellings will be tested on the following Monday and scores will be 

recorded in the children’s books so that they can share this with you. It is essential that 

the children bring their spelling books into school on a Monday for the test but also so 

that new spellings can be stuck in and handed out the following day. 

 

 



 

Homework will also be given out on a Tuesday. This should be completed and handed 

in on the following Monday. The children will mostly be asked to complete Maths or 

English homework linked to their learning in class (this could be via MyMaths) however 

we also try to offer some ‘un-homework’ challenges across the school in which the 

children are given some element of choice as to what they do/how they present their 

learning (this is usually linked to our topic).  

 

Times Tables and related division facts (up to 12x12) will be checked regularly in school. 

The children need to know their times tables for the statutory Multiplication Times Table 

Check in the Summer Term (see section on this below). Please try and allocate a few 

minutes daily to practise them at home as this will really help. In class we quiz the 

children orally, play lots of games, sing times table songs and also have a weekly written 

quiz.  

 

 

Reading 

Please make sure the children have their book bags, reading records and books in 

school every day. The children must also be encouraged to read at home once a day 

and talk about what they have read.  They may have chosen a book from the school 

library or read one of their own from home. If they are still on a book band level 

however, this should take priority; please use your judgement to balance this out with 

other books, should the need arise. As always, the children have been given a reading 

record to record their progress and add a comment. This could be: what they liked, 

what they predict will happen next, making a comparison to another text they have 

read and so on. If you would like to leave a comment, then please do that too.  

 

Even if your child is a fluent reader, please continue to listen to them read and also read 

to them from time to time, asking them questions along the way to support their 

comprehension. It is really important that they can find the evidence in the text to 

prove/justify what they think. We have sent the children home with a bookmark with 

examples of questions you could ask them when reading.  

 

The children will be rewarded for reading at least four times a week with a sticker. They 

will also move up the zone board and add their name to the lucky dip bag. At the end 

of every half term one name will be pulled from the bag and the lucky person will win a 

prize. As well as this, the children will have a ‘Book Bingo’ board in the front of their 

reading records. There are different bingo boards for the children to progress on to; the 

first focuses on different text types. Prompt your child to write the title of the book and 

please sign this to confirm they have read it. When they read a full row on the board 

they move straight up to gold on the zone board and when they get a full house, they 

receive a raffle ticket. At the end of each half term, a raffle ticket will be drawn and the 

lucky winner will receive a special gift.  

 

We are extremely passionate about encouraging children to develop a love of reading. 

There is a wealth of evidence to support the notion that great readers make great 

writers. If your child isn’t a lover of reading yet, don’t worry, let’s make this the year that 

it happens for them!  

 

PE Times 

PE will usually be on a Friday afternoon. Please ensure that kit is left in school all week as 

there may be changes or additions to the timetable occasionally. Pupils must wear the 

school PE kit and it would be helpful if it was labelled. Unlike previous years, Mrs Annis is 

unable to give out spare kit should your child forget theirs due to government guidance. 

Children can wear a tracksuit for the winter months. Jewellery must be covered up (only 

if newly pierced) or preferably, not worn for PE. The children will be going swimming on a 



Friday morning in the Autumn term, however we are waiting for the Leisure Centre to 

confirm a date. A letter will be sent out closer to the time with more information 

regarding this.  

 

The Pioneer Centre Residential 

We have provisionally booked our annual residential trip to the Pioneer Centre for the 

10th-12th February 2021. I will let you know more details about this once we have had 

confirmation that residential visits will be allowed. The cost last year was approximately 

£120 and we don’t anticipate it changing much this year. There will be a meeting, or a 

letter closer to the time with more information.  

 

Topics 

Our first topic is Magic, Mystery and More, with the book ‘Leon and the Place Between’ 

as a driver text. This book will be revealed slowly, bit by bit, to encourage the children’s 

curiosity and sense of awe and wonder. This is an exciting and engaging topic that also 

has lots of science and art links, such as potion making and electricity, which will help 

develop the children’s ability to immerse themselves in this magical setting. In Autumn 2 

our topic will be Wonderful Winter. We are hoping for some frosty weather so that we 

can go on a winter walk to inspire our writing and also go to Pershore Abbey as part of 

our local history study. Spring term sees us investigating mountains, rivers, coasts and 

looking into the wonderful water cycle. We are hoping to take the children on a trip to 

complete a river study and again, the books chosen as driver texts are sure to engage 

them. In the summer term we will learn about the Vikings and Anglo-Saxons and 

hopefully be able to visit Bishop’s Wood. We may also be taking part in the whole school 

Take One Picture project which is based around one picture from the National Gallery. 

We would also like to take the children to Pershore College Animal Centre to link in with 

our learning in Science.  

 

Multiplication Times-Table Check (MTC) 

As of 2019/20 it is statutory for Year 4 pupils to sit the online MTC. The purpose of it is to 

determine whether pupils can recall their times tables up to and including 12x12 fluently, 

which is essential for future success in mathematics. 

 

The check itself will take place in the Summer Term, in June. It is done online using a 

computer or tablet and will take no longer than five minutes. It will feature 25 questions 

and the children will have six seconds to answer each question. There is no problem 

solving involved and no division questions (although we strongly advise that these are 

practised too!). The questions will be in the following format: 6 x 7 = ?     4 x 9 = ?      11 x 

12 = ? 

 

Within school we will have the flexibility to administer the check to individual pupils or 

small groups to best meet the needs of our children and give them the best possible 

chance. Leading up to this, there will be lots of time to practise on the Ipads or 

computers so that when the actual day comes, the children will simply feel that they are 

completing their ‘normal day-to-day’ learning. There are also accessibility arrangements 

that can be made for those with Special Educational Needs and those will be discussed 

with you, should the need arise, closer to the time.  

 

There are suggestions for how you can support your child with this in the Times Table 

booklet on the maths page on the school website. But a few extra ideas are:  

Hit the Button on Topmarks  https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button, 

Supermovers Times Tables on BBC https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers click on 

KS1 or KS2 dependent on how confident your child is with their tables, 

MyMaths tasks (a copy of the original parent letter has been sent home with your child’s 

personal login). 

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers%20click%20on%20KS1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers%20click%20on%20KS1


Last year we signed up for access to an app that mimics the check called “Learn with 

Emile”. Your child’s username and password will be provided. This app features not only 

the check but a number of games and activities that will help your child learn and 

understand times tables. The app can be downloaded from the Apple Store, Google 

Play Store, Kindle/Amazon Store or Microsoft Store for FREE; just type in “Learn with 

Emile”.  

 

Other 

As the weather gets cooler, please make sure your child has a suitable coat in school 

that is labelled. Also it is important to make us aware if someone other than yourself is 

picking your child up from school, or if there are any special arrangements regarding 

this. Finally, please could you make sure your child brings in an old shirt or t-shirt to wear 

for art lessons if possible.  

 

Please do not hesitate to ask any questions following this letter, or indeed throughout 

the year.  If we are not able to see you when required (e.g. at the start of the school 

day) then please leave a note in your child’s reading record, leave a message at the 

office by phone; or email school at office@holyredeemer.worcs.sch.uk.  

 

Yours Sincerely, 

Mrs Hill and Mrs Annis 

mailto:office@holyredeemer.worcs.sch.uk

