
 
 

 

Friday 4th September 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

It is wonderful to see our youngest children proudly walking into school, with big smiles, on their 

first few days.  They have quickly settled and are enthusiastic about their learning.  Here is some 

information about routines in Reception Class that I hope you will find helpful. 

 

Tapestry 

Most children are currently set up on our online learning journal, Tapestry, which you may be 

familiar with from their time at preschool.  This is not a paper based journal and so allows you 

to log in to your child’s journal online, where you will be able to see a record of what they are 

doing throughout the year. 

 

We encourage you to; comment on school observations, record your observations on 

activities completed at home (for example riding their bike without stabilisers for the first time), 

or note things they have talked about.  These are often things we cannot see, but will enable 

us to make an informed judgement on their Early Learning Goals at the end of the year. 

 

Please complete the page ‘About me’ to inform staff about your child’s likes and dislikes. 

Please let me know if more than one parent wishes to have a login, or even a Grandparent, 

at your request. 

 

If your account is not active or you have a problem, please let me know. 

 

Please do not send messages/communication through Tapestry, as this journal is a record of 

your child’s achievements, unless it is to leave a positive comment regarding an achievement.  

Please email me using receptionclass@holyredeemer.worcs.sch.uk or for urgent messages 

through the school office. 

 

Reading 

Your child will be given a reading record and reading book - please encourage them to read 

at home every day and discuss what they have read with you.  Reading does not have to be 

a whole book – a few pages will be fine.  Each time you read you’re your child, lease sign or 

initial the yellow reading record so we know your child has read.  Please send their reading 

record and book into school every day, as we regularly listen to them read individually.  They 

will have a regular opportunity to change their book, but they will be encouraged to reread 

the same book at times, to encourage fluency.  We are hoping to have a regular reading 

helper return to school, who will observe social distancing when visiting.  Helpers often read 

and talk about stories with your child. 
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Initially, your child will have the opportunity to bring home a class library book.  It may be a 

book they can read independently, or one for you to share with them.  This book will be 

changed once a week, usually on a Friday.  Please ensure this is in their book bag on Fridays.  

Homework tasks will be introduced to do alongside this book.  This also needs to be returned 

on a Friday. 

 

Phonics 

Reception phonics continues on from their preschool experience with a daily phonics lesson.  

This is the Government’s ‘Letters and Sounds’ programme.  We often use other materials, such 

as Jolly Phonics and Mr Thorne, to support their learning.  As children progress though the 

phases we will send home weekly activities for you to do to help them continue their learning.  

They will also be given a sheet of flash cards with high frequency words (key words), for you to 

practise with them at home. These are words that they should know by the end of their 

Reception year. 

 

Key Words/Spellings 

Later in the year the children will be learning how to spell particular words (often these are 

words that cannot be sounded out phonetically.  There is an expectation that they are able 

to spell these correctly.  We will give you fun ideas on how to support this at home.   

 

‘Un-Homework’ 

From time to time we will send out mini tasks to do at home.  These will be focused on a 

particular area that the children need to focus on. They may cover writing, maths or something 

to do with our topic.  Please support your child to enable them to succeed in these tasks.  If 

you do find they are struggling, please don’t hesitate to contact me for help.  

 

Maths 

Children will continue to progress in their maths in a practical way, using objects and hands-

on resources.  Please support them by giving opportunities to count practical objects (both 

forwards and backwards) in 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s.  They will be encouraged to record their own 

numbers using pictures as well as writing the numerals.  Please support them to use the correct 

number formation.  Please let me know if you need ideas to support your child. 

 

Forest School 

In Early Years, our Forest School sessions are an important avenue for children to continue their 

learning journey.  We are hoping to develop a small plot of land by the church very soon, until 

that is available we will be using our Eco area and local amenities, such as the local park.  

Forest School will take place on Friday afternoons, led by Mrs Andrews, our qualified Forest 

School Leader. I will inform you when children need to dress in their own clothes, and bring in 

waterproofs and wellingtons. 

 

PE times 

PE will be weekly and is scheduled for Tuesday mornings.  Please make sure a full PE kit is in 

school, which should be clearly labelled and include footwear suitable for outdoor (trainers 

are preferable) and indoor activities.  Children may wear a tracksuit in the winter months.  

Jewellery, including earrings, must not be worn for PE.  If your child is unable to take out their 

own earrings, please do this before school.   

 

PE days may be changed to fit around other subjects and classes.  Please practise changing 

at home with your child.  They mostly need encouragement to keep on task. 

 

 

 

 



Topics 

The topics are planned to be cross curricular but not all subjects will fit with this.  We will also 

learn through mini topics, such as Harvest and Christmas.   We hope to go on several 

educational visits throughout the year and details will be sent out separately.  Please continue 

to see the website for details and information. 

 

 

Other General Notes 

 

Bags 

The only bags children need are a book bag and a PE kit (name on outside please).  We ask 

you not to use a rucksack as we are very limited for space.  We have spare clothes in class in 

case of any accidents, so your child does not need to bring these additionally.  Please don’t 

attach key rings to their book bags as they don’t fit into their trays, and can cause a tripping 

risk in the classroom.  Please monitor daily what is in their book bags as children often like to 

‘sneak’ in precious items from home.  

 

Birthdays 

We love to celebrate birthdays in Reception, and there will be an opportunity to sing and wish 

each child well on their special day.  We are a ‘treat free’ school and kindly ask you not to 

send in cakes or sweets etc.  Instead, children are allowed to dress in their home clothes on 

their birthday, or the nearest school day to their birthday.   

 

Please ensure children bring a named water bottle and a coat every day.  Our weather is 

often changeable and we are unable to share or lend coats during this time.  Reception class 

have access to outdoors at all times. 

 

Mrs Taylor is our class TA Monday to Thursday, with Mrs Beale on a Friday.  Miss Riley also joins 

us full time as a TA.  Many children also know our Forest School Leader, Mrs Andrews, from their 

time in pre-school.  She will cover my Planning, Preparation and Admin (PPA)time when I am 

not in class.  We are also lucky enough to have a School Direct teacher, Miss Williams, who will 

be spending most of the year in our class, apart from a short spell in the Spring Term, when she 

visits another school.  

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to see us at the end of a school day.  If you 

need to contact us urgently before school, please leave a message at the office, and arrange 

a time for us to call you.  

 

They are a lovely group of children and we are looking forward to having a great year with 

them.  Thank you for your support. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mrs Sanders 

Mrs Taylor, Miss Riley, Mrs Beale and Mrs Andrews 


