
 
 

September 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers,  

Welcome to Year Three!  It was lovely to have the children back together in class; they all 

settled back into school life well and it was great to see how enthusiastic they were about 

their learning. I would like to provide you with some information about routines in our Year 

Three class.  

 

Reading  

Your child has been given a school reading book and a reading record. Please try to listen 

to them read at home each day and write a note in their reading record to show this (it 

does not have to be a whole book – a few pages or sentences will be fine). Your child will 

have the opportunity to change their reading book regularly and will need to make sure 

that they bring their reading record and book into school every day. It is also really 

important to discuss books with your child, to make sure they understand what they have 

read and develop their thinking skills.  I will be adding some ideas for questioning into their 

reading records within the next few weeks to give you some ideas for supporting your child 

with this.  In Year Three, we also have a reward system for reading at home.  Each time 

your child reads at home they will progress around the reading chart and gather rewards 

as they reach different stages of their journey.  Each half term this will be linked to our class 

topic and their achievements with this will be detailed in their reading record. 

 

Spellings and Grammar  

Your child will be taught strategies and rules for spellings and will also take part in grammar 

activities. They may be given homework relating to this, which will be sent home in a 

homework book. Please encourage your child to complete these activities, as they are an 

essential part of their learning. Their homework book includes information about the 

spelling strategies that we teach, as well as the National Curriculum list of spellings for each 

year group.  We will have regular spelling quizzes to consolidate children’s spelling and this 

will inform the words they are given in their homework books too. 

 

Mathematics  

Times tables and number bonds will be assessed each week on a Friday morning, using 

our new school initiative, the Number Fun Club.  This will be done in all classes in our school 

and your child will progress through each stage of this at their own individual pace.  More 

information about this will be sent out to you in the forthcoming weeks.  Your child will be 

told each week which quiz they will be taking the following week so they are able to 

practise for this at home.  By the end of Year Three the expected standard is to know facts 



for 3, 4 and 8 times tables (as well as 2, 5 and 10 times tables from Year Two). Your child’s 

homework book contains a times table chart to help them with this.  Mental arithmetic is 

an essential skill for maths work. Therefore, I would also encourage you to support your 

child in developing quick recall of doubles of numbers (and the related halving facts) and 

addition/subtraction of numbers within the range 0-20.   A copy of the “Year Three 

Arithmetic Methods” booklet is available on our class page on the school website. This 

details the progressive strategies that children will be taught across the four number 

operations. Children need to be able to use these methods to meet with end of year 

requirements for Year Three. I will also set some homework on My Maths, which I know 

some children engaged with using during school closure.  I will send a reminder of how this 

is used for all of you once I have set this up again for Year 3.   

 

Topics and Educational Visits 

A copy of the full curriculum overview can be found on the Year 3 class webpage 

alongside links to each topic.  At present we are unsure of how educational visits will work 

so I will let you know closer to the time when we know more. 

 

PE times  

Our main PE session will be on Wednesday morning, taught by Mrs Annis. For PE sessions, 

your child will need a full PE kit, which should be clearly labelled and include footwear 

suitable for outdoor and indoor activities. I would like to take this opportunity to remind 

you that the correct P.E. kit for our school consists of red shorts and a white t-shirt. During 

the colder months, your child will be permitted to wear a track-suit, which should be a 

dark colour (black / navy etc.) Jewellery, including earrings, must not be worn for PE.  

 

General Reminders  

As the weather gets cooler, please make sure that your child has a suitable coat in school 

with them and that it is clearly labelled. For Art lessons this year, we will continue to use the 

old t-shirts the children used in Year 2.  If you would like to send in new one, or you have a 

child who has just joined us, then please send in an old t-shirt as soon as possible so this 

can be worn over the top of school uniform.  If you have any questions about this letter or 

throughout the year please email me, at  ht66@holyredeemer.worcs.sch.uk, or you can 

alternatively telephone school and leave a message.  It is difficult to have conversations 

in school with the current restrictions, but I am happy to talk on the phone if you need to 

speak to me, rather than email. 

 

I am really looking forward to the year ahead with your wonderful children; it’s going to 

be a great year! 

 

Yours sincerely 

Miss Taylor 
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