
 
 

 Wednesday 27th May 2020 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
I am looking forward to welcoming Year 6 back to school on the 8th June, albeit in a different 
capacity to what we have been used to. I hope this letter will answer any questions you may have 
about what life in school will be like from June 8th so that you will be able to make an informed 
choice regarding your child’s return. 
 
First of all, thank you very much for all the support you have given your children with their home 
learning. I have been so impressed with the standard and range of work which they have been 
sending in to me.  
 
Protective measures we are taking in light of coronavirus (COVID-19) 

First and foremost, it goes without saying that the safety of your child and of our staff is our top 

priority. We are working hard, following the latest government guidance, to develop and implement 

a number of new ways of operating. This will allow us to open as safely as possible, focusing on 

measures that will help limit the risk of coronavirus transmitting within school. 

Some of the steps we are taking in readiness for reopening include: 

 Asking that anyone who is displaying coronavirus symptoms, or who lives with someone 

who does, not to attend school.  

 Cleaning our hands more often than usual. We have included many extra opportunities in 

the daily timetable for pupils to wash their hands, particularly at key times: arrival at school; 

before and after breaks, before and after eating; before going home. 

 Ensuring our children understand good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, 

kill it’ approach and ensuring a good supply of tissues and bins. There will be a lidded bin in 

each room. 

 Implementing an enhanced cleaning schedule, ensuring surfaces touched by children and 

staff are cleaned regularly and throughout the day, including table tops and door handles. 

 The children will be split into two groups (Bubbles): A and B. Depending on the number of 

children returning, the maximum number in each group will be 15. The groups will be finalised 

once we have had the return slip from parents stating whether their child will be returning to 

school or not. Once the pupils are in their group, they will stay in that group; there will be no 

movement of pupils between groups. 

 There will be a small group of staff responsible for the two Year 6 groups: Mrs Williams, Mr 

Hall, Mrs Chatterton, Mrs Annis and Mr Lister (on a Thursday morning). The staff will move 

between the two groups during the day as we feel it is easier with Year 6 to maintain social 

distancing between staff and pupils.  

 Each child will have their own desk with the equipment they need for the day on it. They will 

leave that equipment in their tray each evening.  

 The two Year 6 groups will share the playground for break but it will be divided into two 

halves. They will have separate break and lunchtimes to any other groups who are in school at 

the time. 

 Group A will be based in the Year 6 classroom and Group B in the Year 3 classroom. The 

children will stay in those rooms, apart from PE and singing, and the adults will move between 

the rooms as previously stated. 



 

 

What can parents and carers do to help? 

 

There are a number of things parents and carers can do to help us make these arrangements 

effective. 

 Parents and carers must physically distance from each other and from staff when dropping 

off and collecting. (If your child is not walking to school on their own.)  

 Group A will arrive at school at 8:50am and will finish at 3:05pm. Group B will arrive at 

9:00am and will finish at 3:15pm. These times are set to avoid contact with the other groups of 

children attending, so it is very important that pupils stick to the times and don’t arrive earlier or 

later. (The children of key worker children, who are currently attending, can arrive and leave at 

their current time and will come into school via the main entrance as usual if they do so). Those 

in group A will cross the hall diagonally to the Y6 room and those in group B will go straight 

across the hall to the Y3 classroom. Pupils will know which group they are in before they return 

(as soon as all parents have returned the reply slip) 

 There will be a one-way system operating in school: all non-key worker Year 6 pupils will 

enter school via the red, double playground gates. This will also be the entrance for any parent 

who is dropping off or collecting their child, with the them then exiting via the small gate near the 

fence in an attempt to avoid people leaving crossing with people coming in. At the end of the 

day, pupils who are walking home will leave school, at their designated time, through the small 

red playground gate. If you are collecting your child, they will be sent out to you by a member of 

staff. 

 Pupils will only need to bring one bag to school, containing their lunch, sun cream, hat and 

water bottle. They can leave this bag on their peg. They will not need any pens etc. as any items 

they use in school will have to stay in school. Any pupil who currently brings a phone will need to 

leave it in their bag as the phones will not be collected in. Please do not allow them to bring one, 

unless it is essential for their safety. 

 Because they are wearing their own clothes, try to ensure that these clothes are suitable for 

PE activities, especially on a Tuesday and Thursday. 

 The lessons will consist of revising basic skills in maths and English in readiness for Year 7; 

transition work; PSHE and RE; PE and singing. We do hope to prepare some sort of leavers’ 

assembly which may need to be recorded for parents, depending on restrictions still in place in 

July. 

 Please complete the online form stating your intention to continue to home school or to send your 

child back to school on the 8th, as soon as possible, so that I can sort the staffing timetable and the 

groupings.  Please be aware that if you do not accept a place to return on the 8th June, this place 

will not be available on subsequent weeks due to the needs of planning and limited numbers of 

staff.  

 As Mrs Hall stated in her letter, whilst we will ensure strict hygiene measures are in place, we 

cannot guarantee two metre social distancing, but will be reminding the children of the need to be 

aware. I hope this has answered most of your queries but if you have any further questions please 

contact me or the school office via email or telephone. 

I look forward to welcoming Year 6 back for their last few weeks at Holy Redeemer and will do my 

very best, despite all the restrictions, to make it a positive experience for them. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Olive Williams 

(Year 6 Teacher) 

 


