
 

Monday, 26th May 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Please find enclosed details of the opening for Holy Redeemer Reception Class and Hopscotch on Monday, 8th 

June 2020. 

 

Thank you to our Early Years parents for your support since our recent closure. We know that this period has 

been challenging for many families, in particular juggling work commitments with managing childcare.  We are 

working hard to take the necessary steps to be ready to welcome back children on the anticipated 8th June 2020. 

 

Protective measures we are taking in light of coronavirus (COVID-19) 

First and foremost, it goes without saying that the safety of your child and of our staff is our top priority. We are 

following the latest government guidance to develop and implement a number of new ways of operating. This will 

allow us to open as safely as possible, focusing on measures that will help limit the risk of coronavirus transmitting 

within our setting. 

Some of the steps we are taking in readiness for reopening include: 

 Asking that anyone who is displaying coronavirus symptoms, or who lives with someone who does, not to 

attend the setting. That includes children and staff. 

 Keeping our children in small groups with as much consistent staffing as possible, and minimising contact 

with other groups around the setting. 

 Cleaning our hands more often than usual. We have developed routines to ensure children understand when 

and how to wash their hands, making sure they wash them thoroughly for at least 20 seconds using running 

water and soap and dry them thoroughly. 

 Ensuring our children understand good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

and ensuring a good supply of tissues and bins throughout the setting. 

 Implementing an enhanced cleaning schedule, ensuring surfaces touched by children and staff are cleaned 

regularly and throughout the day, including table tops, door handles and play equipment. 

 

What can parents and carers do to help? 

There are a number of things parents and carers can do to help us make these arrangements effective. 

 Parents and carers must physically distance from each other and from staff when dropping off and collecting 

their child and to limit drop off and collection to one parent or carer per household.  We will let you know which 

group your child is in prior to opening. 

 Hopscotch and Reception named key worker children to be dropped off at 8.40am – 3.20pm 

 Hopscotch other children 9.25am – 2.30pm 

 Reception Group A 9.20am – 2.45pm 

 Reception Group B 9.30am – 2.55pm 

 A one-way system when dropping/collecting will be implemented, marked off with cones and tape. 

 Hopscotch – enter as normal at the corral gate, leaving past the school reception entrance, via the staff 

car park.  Please be vigilant for moving vehicles whilst walking through the church car parks.  

 Reception - enter school via the red, double playground gates, dropping at the corral, to an adult, then 

leaving via the small, main playground gate. No parents are allowed to enter the school unless a prior 

appointment has been made.  Please contact via email or Tapestry. 

 Children must not bring toys or other items from home to the setting, unless this is essential to their health. 

 All children must bring in a named water bottle.  Staff will refill as necessary.  

 The advice is for us to be using the outdoors as much as possible.  We will monitor the amount of sunshine 

children are being exposed to, but they must have their own hat.  Please also send them with named sun 



cream in their bag.  It is also a good idea for your child to practise applying sun cream.  Please put cream on 

prior to coming to school and seek a pharmacist’s advice on long-lasting sun creams that are available.  

 All children to come in home clothes and these to be changed each day. 

 Please bring in a change of clothes in case of accidents.  If your child does come home with any school items, 

please wash and return in a plastic bag.  We are then able to quarantine these for 72 hours.   

 Only your own child will be released to you at the end of the day (please do not pick up a child from another 

family). 

 Inhalers and medicines to be brought in on the first day.  Please put these into your child’s book bag.  New 

medication must have a medical form completed and sent with the medicine.  Please contact the office if you 

are sending medicines in so staff can retrieve these from your child’s bag.  New medicines forms can be 

downloaded from the website. 

 

Testing 

All children who are attending a childcare setting will have access to a test if they display symptoms of 

coronavirus, and are encouraged to get tested in this scenario. The aim is to enable children to get back to 

childcare, and their parents or carers not to need to self-isolate any longer than is necessary, if the test proves to 

be negative. If the child or staff member tests positive, the rest of their immediate group within their setting should 

be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 14 days.   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-early-years-and-childcare-

settings-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-early-years-and-childcare-settings 

An online form will be sent prior to opening.  Please be aware that if you do not accept a place to return on the 

8th June, this place will not be available on subsequent weeks due to the needs of planning and limited numbers 

of staff.  

We hope this has covered most of your queries.  Whilst we will ensure strict hygiene measure are undertaken, 

we cannot guarantee socially distancing with such young children, but will be reminding them of the need to be 

aware. 

If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact us via email or telephone. 

 

 

Many thanks, 

Mrs Sanders and Toyah 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-early-years-and-childcare-settings-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-early-years-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-early-years-and-childcare-settings-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-early-years-and-childcare-settings

