
Reading at Holy Redeemer  

 

A discussion took place with staff about how reading is taught throughout the school. This 

is attached. In all classes high quality texts are used to teach English objectives: “Book as 

a hook”. This is often, but not exclusively, linked to topics 

Targeted pupils are selected for 1-2-1 reading – carried out by volunteers and TAs 

Teachers use a class book to read to the pupils for pleasure. 

Teachers are trying to increase the time they give pupils to read for pleasure. 

 

 

EYFS (Pre school)  - Print rich environment in both settings 

Reading corner 

Daily storytime 

Parents borrow books from the home library 

The HA pupils read stories to the class. 

Parents and other family members come in and read books to the class. 

Book buddies 

Phase 1 phonics letters and sounds 

 

(Reception) As above + 

Listening to BBC book clips 

Book as a hook 

Daily book vote and choose that book to read for 20 to 30 mins daily 

Phase 2, 3 and 4 phonics  letters and sounds 

During the first half term they take home books without words and then progress to 

books with words when ready. 

Key words go home and high frequency words are displayed in the room. 

Storytime with parents 

Lots of 1 – 1 reading; some pupils are heard read daily (volunteers come in). 

Reading records maintained 

Story telling with puppets 

Continuous provision – opportunities for retelling stories 

 

Year One 

Continuation from Reception 

Book as a hook 

Children read daily with more independence given to the HA 

Class story read daily 

Daily phonics:  recap Phase 4 and teach Phase 5 

Guided reading   

Parental engagement  

Pupils begin to change their scheme book more independently. 

They have their own library area from which they borrow independently. 

Print rich environment with key words displayed 

 

Year Two 

Phase 5/6 phonics are taught and recapped  



Guided reading daily – each group reads with the teacher/ TA weekly while others are 

completing independent reading tasks. 

TA/ Teacher/ Volunteers hear individual readers 

They have “book banded” home readers and also “weekend” readers to build stamina 

CEW/ Y1/2/Phase 3 and 5 graphemes sent home 

Puppet pals to retell stories 

 

 

Reception  Y1  Y2 

Phonics tracker 

Class novel across the year (A book with no pictures is read to the children.) 

 

KS2 

In English lessons the focus is heavily geared toward developing comprehension skills 

with high quality questioning (All classes) 

 

 

Year 3 

Daily reading records 

Some pupils are reading books from the book banded scheme and others are “Free 

readers” 

Progress recorded on “A Reading Road Around Britain” 

Questions from the Black Sheep narrative are sent home on bookmarks for parents. 

Targeted children for 1 to 1 reading 

Guided reading to develop comprehension skills 

Book as a hook for literacy lessons (Sometimes it is a cross – curricular text.) 

Pupils are introduced to more challenging vocabulary (displayed in the classroom) 

 

Year 3 / 4 

All children read daily 

Targeted children read twice a week to volunteers 

Book as a hook 

Reading comprehension sessions in class or targeted after school club 

Y1/2 key words, Y3/4 spellings and /Phase 3 and 5 graphemes on flashcards in class or 

sent home. 

Overlays used 

Class novel read to the pupils 

 

 

Year 4 

Book as a hook for literacy 

Pupils read to an adult weekly as needed 

Rewards given for home reading 

Class library 

Most pupils are “Free readers” 

Guided reading to develop comprehension skills 

Teacher reads a class book and this sometimes alternates with giving the pupils time to 

read their own book for pleasure. 

 

Year 5  

Many of the above strategies are also used at upper KS2: book as a hook; class novel 



Literacy lessons are planned around a high quality text. 

In guided reading the groups alternate between reading with an adult; comprehension 

tasks and reading for pleasure. 

Specific pupils are targeted to read with an adult. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 

All literacy lessons are planned around a text as a hook. This is sometimes linked to the 

class topic and can be a novel or a picture book. When the text is a novel this replaces 

guided reading as the reading objectives are covered as a whole class. When the text is 

a picture book guided reading texts are chosen for each group and comprehension 

tasks completed outside of the English lesson. 

Pupils are given time daily, when possible, to read for pleasure. They record their reading 

themselves in their reading records which are monitored. 

Pupils take turns to review a favourite book for the class 

They are regularly asked to complete a written book review. 

Specific pupils are targeted to read with an adult. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What our pupils say about reading – October 2019 

 

These are just a selection of comments. I have chosen comments which 

were made by more than one or two pupils and across the key stages. 

 

Reading is fun 

Reading makes you more confident. 

Books are interesting: some are sad; some are calming; some give you lots 

of facts. 

It’s important to read because it helps you with writing and spelling. 

Books make me laugh. 

I learn interesting facts when I read. 

I like reading to my brother. 

Reading helps me to learn more. 

If you read, you can write. 

Reading gives me a little time on my own. 

Reading helps me to concentrate. 

Books are funny. 

Books help me learn new words. 

I can escape into another world. 

Reading helps me picture things. 

Books hook you. 

 

Our pupils enjoy reading for pleasure and would like to do that even more 

often. They love it when the teacher reads to them and that occurs in most 

classes regularly.  

They enjoy guided reading because they feel it supports them with new 

vocabulary. 

All pupils, even the younger ones (Y2) were very aware of the connection 

between reading and writing and they could identify how reading helps 

them to improve their writing.  



 

Two pupils (boys) said they did not enjoy reading: one said that the words 

are too hard; the other pupil said he doesn’t understand what the books 

are about. 

One boy said he doesn’t enjoy reading poetry as “ It’s just a bunch of 

random words scrambled together” I accepted a challenge from him to 

find a poem he would enjoy! 

Requests 

They asked for a lunchtime book club. 

They also wondered if they could have a reading area in the playground. 

They requested a reading day when we bring in and share our favourite 

books. 

 

Actions 

Work with the prefects to plan and hold a lunchtime book club after half 

term 

Hold a super learning day with a book focus 

When we get the grass area by the church we can have a reading area 

outside. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Intent 
 

At Holy Redeemer we recognise the importance of reading across the 

whole curriculum and the impact it has on the future success of our pupils.  

The majority of our literacy lessons are planned around a high quality text as 

a hook. These texts are sometimes linked to class topics and can be a novel 

or a picture book. The texts are selected to engage our pupils in reading 

and to ensure that the process of reading into writing is effective and 

progressive. Therefore, the texts chosen in each year group are 

progressively difficult. 

Through the systematic teaching of phonics we aim for our pupils to 

become fluent readers by the end of KS1. Those who are not receive 

targeted intervention. 

By providing the pupils with many varied opportunities to read for pleasure 

and information - timetabled slots in class for guided reading and 

independent reading; an adult reading a class book to them; lunchtime 

book club and older pupils sharing books with younger ones – they develop 

their own love of favourite genres and authors and the ability to review their 

books objectively. 



We are aware of the vital role parents play in developing early reading and 

in maintaining progress as the pupils get older. Parents are invited in to the 

early years’ classes to share books with their children and to borrow books 

to read at home. Parental engagement is encouraged and valued 

throughout the school: reading records; targeted parents are supported; 

meet the teacher meetings; parents’ evenings; homework; book fair; 

Tapestry (EYFS) 

We aim to provide numerous opportunities for our pupils to read aloud in 

public: assemblies, church, productions, poetry competition, wider 

community events. We believe this develops their confidence, expression 

and fluency. 
 

 

 

 

 

Reading at Holy Redeemer according to our pupils 
 

Reading is fun: Books make us laugh, cry and calm us down; reading helps 

us to grow in confidence and to concentrate on our learning. When we 

read we can escape into another world or learn lots of interesting new 

facts.  Reading is important because the more we read, the better our 

writing becomes. We are better learners when we read. We like to read all 

the time. 
 

 

 

 


