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‘Through the Holy Redeemer we seek to grow in faith and love and 
become great people who make a difference in our world.’ 

 
The purpose of the Early Years Policy 
The Early Years policy in this setting reflects the value and importance of Early Years 
education, both during and beyond the Early Years Foundation Stage. It provides a 
framework for staff, which gives guidance of practice, and outlines procedures for 
planning, teaching and learning, monitoring and evaluating the curriculum. The policy 
contributes towards raising educational standards within the setting and ensures that 
the needs of the youngest children are met within the context of whole school policies, 
curriculum planning, agreed teaching approaches and organisational structures.  
 
Early years in our setting consists of the Foundation Stage children in the Reception 
Class and Hopscotch@Holy Redeemer, for children aged 2-4 years.  
 
Introduction 
The Early Years Policy addresses all aspects of the needs of young children and 
ensures that: 

 Early Years education is valued, seen as the foundation for education and the 
beginning of the continuum of learning throughout the primary phase. 

 The curriculum experiences of children are appropriate to their age and stage 
of development 

 The identification of the provision for special educational needs and gifted, 
talented and more able pupils are included 

 The importance of ‘play’, ‘first hand’ experiences, enquiry and exploration are 
recognised in planning learning opportunities indoors and outdoors for young 
children. 

 There is shared understanding of the emotional needs of young children and 
how they learn. 

 The needs of the children are carefully considered in matters of organisation 
and management. 

 Children experience a smooth transition from home, pre-school or nursery 
setting, into Reception Class and then into Year 1.  

 The Statutory guidance set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
are met. 

 
Key aims and principles of the Early Years Policy 
 
Staff at Holy Redeemer Catholic School believe that the following aims and principles 
underpin their practice and reflect a shared vision of how children develop and learn, 
the activities and experiences which help children make progress, and the type of 
stimulating environment which promotes opportunities for learning. 
 
The aims of the Early Years Curriculum are: 

 To provide high quality care and education for children below statutory school 
age. 
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 To provide a happy, safe, secure and stimulating environment with 
opportunities for children to enjoy learning, develop confidence and self-
esteem, and build good relationships with others. 

 The children’s unique learning styles are taken into account when planning and 
guiding children’s activities. The characteristics of learning; playing and 
exploring, active learning and creating and thinking critically, enabling children 
to become effective lifelong learners, are well planned for. 

 To build on what the children already know, understand and can achieve. 

 To value parents/carers as important partners in their children’s learning. 

 To address the individual needs of all children by enabling them to participate 
in a broad, balanced, relevant and age appropriate curriculum, with due regard 
to equal opportunities. 

 To promote the moral, spiritual, cultural, intellectual and physical development 
of children. 

 
Staffing 
All staff involved in the education of young children need to develop good relationships 
so that children can feel able to make mistakes and cope with minor failures as well 
as building confidently on their successes and achieving their full potential. 
 
Early Years Provision, organisation and the Learning Environment.  
 
Hopscotch@Holy Redeemer Pre-School 
We take children from the age of 2 years to 4 years.  We currently operate from St 
Wulstan's Parish Hall, with some sessions being held in the school. We have our own 
outdoor garden area, toilets and kitchen.  We provide a stimulating range of activities 
and resources designed to fully support our youngest learners.   
Early Years provision at Holy Redeemer Catholic School is organised into a Reception 
class, with their own outdoor classroom, cloakroom and toilets.  A wide range of 
resources are available to meet the needs of the children in the Early Years 
department which are stored in the Reception classroom. The children also have 
access to other equipment and facilities throughout the school, e.g., hall, library, P.E 
equipment, the outdoor area with a pond etc.  
Both the indoor and outdoor environments will be rich and stimulating, with displays 
that are colourful and exciting and value every child’s achievements. It will provide a 
structure in which children can become confident, secure and relaxed and able to 
explore their own ideas and make decisions and choices.  
 
Parental involvement 
We recognise parents as the first and most important educators of their children. The 
staff see themselves as partners with parents in providing care and education for their 
children. 
Staff believe that settling-in visits, induction meetings, pre-school visits and home visits 
enable parents to share valuable information which can help make a smooth transition 
from home to pre-school/school and allow parents to ask any questions they may have 
about starting within the setting. 
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Hopscotch@Holy Redeemer Pre-School 
A key person approach is used, in which each member of staff has a group of children 
for whom she/he is particularly responsible. This person works with parents to ensure 
that the childcare provided is right for each particular child’s needs and interests.  
When a child first starts at pre-school, the key person will help them to settle and also 
helps each child to benefit from the settings activities.  During the first few weeks, 
parents are asked to complete the 'Family Pathway Profile' which gives more 
information about each child and their family.  
 
Holy Redeemer Reception Class  
Parents evenings in the Autumn and Spring terms allows the teacher to give feedback 
on how children are settling in, progressing and ways in which parents can help to 
support their child’s learning at home. Parents are also involved in providing evidence 
for the completion of the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile, through discussion 
and the online learning journey, Tapestry.  
A home/school reading programme is operated and parents are encouraged to hear 
their children read on a regular basis. Homework is also used to reinforce what is 
taught in school, giving an opportunity for the parents to become more aware and 
involved in their child’s learning and building important links between parents, children 
and teachers. 
 
Admissions and Induction 
Hopscotch@Holy Redeemer Pre-school  
See Appendix 1 (Policy 10.2 Admissions) 
 
Reception Class  
All children are admitted at the beginning of the academic year in which they are five 
years.  The Reception children start school on a part-time basis for 2 weeks and then 
start full time at the beginning of the third week.  
 
In the Summer term children from Hopscotch Pre-school and those joining the school 
from other settings visit Reception Class for short sessions to become familiar with the 
setting, staff and routines. All the new intake are also invited to attend the ‘moving up’ 
afternoon in July. The staff from Hopscotch Pre-school and the Reception teacher 
organise events to develop good links and relationships.   
 
Inclusion  
The EYFS profile is inclusive and is adapted where necessary to enable all children to 
access the curriculum at the appropriate level. This includes children with English as 
an additional language (EAL), Children with special educational needs (SEND), 
children from minority groups and boys.  
 
Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum 
 
The provision for children's development and learning is guided by the Early Years  
Foundation Stage (DfE 2012).  Our provision reflects the four overarching principals 
of  
the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

A unique child  
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Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, 
confident and self-assured 

Positive Relationships 
 Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships. 

Enabling Environments  
Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences 
respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between 
practitioners, parents and carers.  

Learning and development 
Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates.  
 
How we provide for development and learning  
Children start to learn about the world around them from the moment they are born. 
The care and education offered by our setting helps children to continue to do this by 
providing all the children with purposeful and engaging activities that are appropriate 
for their age and stage of development.  
The framework covers the seven areas of learning;  
Three prime areas:  

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development, 

 Communication and Language, 

 Physical Development, 
And four specific areas 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding of the World, 

 Literacy, 

 Expressive Arts and Design. 
For each area, the level of progress that children are expected to have attained by the 
end of the early Years Foundation Stage is defined by the Early Learning Goals. These 
goals state what it is expected that children will know and be able to do, by the end of 
the Reception year of their education.  The children will be assessed as either 
emerging, expected or exceeding for each of the 17 Early Learning Goals. 
The Development Matters guidance sets out the likely stage of progress a child will 
make along their learning journey towards the Early Learning Goals. Our setting has 
regard to these matters when we assess children and plan for their learning. Our 
programme supports children to develop the knowledge, skills and understanding they 
need for;  
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 making relationships,  

 self-confidence and self-awareness 

 managing feelings and behaviour. 
Physical Development 

 moving and handling; and 

 health and self-care. 
Communication and language 

 listening and attention; 

 understanding, and 

 speaking. 
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Literacy 

 reading, and 

 writing. 
Maths 

 numbers; and 

 shape, space and measure. 
Understanding of the World 

 people and communities; 

 the world; and 

 technology. 
Expressive Arts and Design 

 exploring and using media and materials; and 

 being imaginative 
 
Our approach to learning and development and assessment 
Learning through play 
Play helps young children to learn and develop through doing and talking, which 
research has shown to be the means by which young children learn to think. Our 
setting uses the Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage guidance 
to plan and provide a range of purposeful play activities, which help children to make 
progress in each of the areas of learning and development. We aim to provide a broad 
balance of child initiated, adult initiated and adult led activities.  Staff have a key role 
in questioning, monitoring and guiding children to the range of activities, with at least 
one teacher led activity per day.  
 
The three characteristics of effective learning are as follows; 
Playing and exploring emphasises the importance of the child becoming engaged in 
constructing their own knowledge and understanding the environment around them 
and of the people within it. 

 Finding out and exploring 
 Using what they know in their play 
 Being willing to have a go 

Active learning focuses on the role of motivation in achieving mastery through 
building competence, understanding and feelings of independence. 

 Being involved and concentrating 
 Keeping on trying 
 Enjoying and achieving what they set out to do 

 
Creating and thinking critically highlights the importance of recognising young 
children as thinkers, actively seeking to make sense of the world. It emphasises the 
value of them becoming aware of their own thinking skills – as a key foundation of 
being an effective learner.  

 Having their own ideas 
 Using what they already know to learn new things 
 Choosing ways to do things and finding new ways 
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Planning, assessment, recording and reporting  
Planning, assessment, recording and reporting are recognised as essential parts of 
an effective curriculum. The procedures followed by the Reception Class teacher are 
outlined below. 

 A long term plan- an overview for the year   

 Medium term plans – usually half termly 

 Short term plans are prepared weekly usually based around a big book showing 
clear objectives, key questions, differentiation, and where support is to be 
given. These plans have been adopted from Worcestershire County Council 
and are displayed in the classroom. 

 A baseline is carried out in the first few weeks which provides a framework for 
planning. 

 Assessments will be based primarily on observation of daily activities and 
events, taking particular note of the learning which a child demonstrates 
spontaneously, independently and consistently in a range of contexts. 

 Evidence books are kept and added to each term in line with whole school 
procedures.  

 SEN children are referred to the SENCO. When an IPM is in place all staff in 
the Foundation stage are made aware of this and time is given to give additional 
support where necessary.  

 Reporting to parents takes place through parents evenings in the autumn and 
spring terms and an annual written report is given in the summer term. Parents 
receive a written summary of their child’s attainment and a narrative of how 
their child demonstrates the three Characteristics of Effective Learning.  

 Children will be defined as having reached a ‘Good Level of Development’ 
(GLD) at the end of EYFS if they achieve at least the expected level in: 

 The Early Learning Goals in the prime areas of learning (Personal, 
Social and Emotional Development, Physical Development and 
Communication and Language) and; 

 The Early Learning Goals in the specific areas of Mathematics and 
Literacy 

 Year 1 teachers will also be given a copy of the EYFS profile report together 
with a narrative on how the child demonstrates the three Characteristics of 
Effective Learning. 

 
Monitoring and moderation 
 
The EYFS profile provides a rounded picture of a child’s progress and development in 
relation to the Early Learning Goals at the end of the EYFS. Agreement of the 
assessment judgements recorded in the EYFS profile is essential so that all those 
involved can make full use of the information and data outcomes are accurate and 
reliable. There are a variety of ways the EYFS profile is annually moderated and are 
as follows: 

 A moderation visit from the LA 

 Moderation meetings (within cluster group) 

 Moderation with the head teacher and governing bodies 

 Internal moderation with other practitioners within the settings 
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Monitoring and reviewing the Early Years Policy 
The head teacher, staff and governors will need to review this policy to ensure it is 
being implemented appropriately and to take account of changing circumstances.  
 
Policy to be reviewed Autumn 2018 
 


